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BREAK UP for CHRISTMAS
Friday 21st December
BACK TO SCHOOL
Monday 7th January
DALE ONLY INSET DAY
Monday 11th February
BREAK UP for HALF TERM
Friday 15th February
BACK TO SCHOOL
Monday 25th February
BREAK UP for EASTER
Friday 12th April 
INSET DAY
Monday 29th April
BACK TO SCHOOL
Tuesday 30th April
BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 6th May
STONEHILL ONLY INSET DAY
Thursday 13th June

TERM DATES STONEHILL NURSERY
We kicked off our half term with Julia Donaldson’s 
‘Monkey Puzzle’ storybook, learning about the 
jungle and all the different animals that l ive there.  
We have also been reading ‘The Three Little 
Pigs’ and  developing our building skil ls; creating 
houses made from straw, sticks and bricks and 
using wooden palettes outside for climbing and 
exploring.  We have talked about the importance 
of brushing our teeth and now clean our teeth 
at Nursery each day.  The 2-year-olds have been 
learning all about houses and exploring different 
rooms and discovering what you would find in 
each one.  They have been learning lots of new 
songs and enjoying the outdoor areas too!  We 
are all looking forward to our Christmas activity 
day with parents next week and want to thank 
you all for your support over the last term.  Have a 
lovely Christmas Holiday and we look forward to 
seeing you all in January. 

FLOU
R
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H at Dale and Stonehill

Our wonderful FS2 and Year One  children, performing the ‘Sleepy Shepherd’ nativity

Another jam-packed half term, culminating in lots of Christmas cheer! The children in 
FS2 and Year One made us so proud with their nativity performances and everyone 
enjoyed a hilarious Peter Pan Pantomime in the upstairs hall.  Thank you all for 
your support, hard work and enthusiasm over the term, I hope you enjoy a 
well-earned rest during the Christmas holiday.  Louise Foster - Head Teacher



YEAR ONE
This half term we received 
a letter from Marley the 
Meerkat, informing us that 
he wanted to visit London 
and asked if we would let 
him know what it was like 
and where to go!  We had 
a great time learning all 
about our capital city and 
the wonderful landmarks 
it has to offer.  We found 
out all about Buckingham 
Palace and had a visit from 
Queen Elizabeth herself! 
It was very exciting!  
In literacy we have been 
reading ‘Room on a Broom’ 
and the witch also paid us 
a visit.  We all wrote letters 
to say thank you to her for  
spending time with us.   
We are so pleased and 
proud of the children for 
their nativity performances; 
they did a great job! 

YEAR TWO
We have had a br i l l iant 
half term!  We have 
been reading ‘Stick 
Man’  and were lucky 
enough to f ind him on 
our playground with 
all the stick family!  
We have created 
our own Stick Man 
characters and, as 
the seasons changed, 
we celebrated 
bonfire night: Toasting 
marshmallows, singing 
songs and painting 
trees.  The children 
did a wonderful job 
of performing at the 
nativity and made us 
all very proud.  Thank 
you for al l your support 
this term.  Please enjoy 
reading and practising 
letter sounds over the 
Christmas holidays.

We’ve had so much fun 
this half term.  We had a 
visit from the Grand Old 
Duke of York and created 
everything needed to be a 
part of his marching band.  
In literacy we have been 
reading ‘The Polar Express’ 
and wrote postcards to our 
parents from the train to tell 
them all about it.  In science 
we have had a great time 
looking at lots of sticky 
substances to see if we 
could find a replacement 
for glue; including honey 
and hair gel... We all got 
very messy!  In maths we 
have been working hard, 
using the column method 
to tackle addition and 
subtraction.  Thank you 
for doing your best.  Have 
a lovely Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

FOUNDATION
STAGE TWO

Stonehill children visit Dale to enjoy the Peter Pan Pantomime... 
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YEAR THREE YEAR SIX
We have had a great half term, packed ful l of fun.   
We have been learning al l about tremors and the 
impact they have on planet Ear th.   
We have designed and bui lt three-dimensional, 
erupting volcanoes. We also studied Mount 
Vesuvius - an enormous volcano in Southern 
ltaly that erupted and covered the enti re city of 
Pompeii in molten lava near ly 2000 years ago.   
To complete our topic we have looked at different 
types of rock and how they are formed.  In l iteracy 
we have been reading ‘Litt le Red Riding Hood’ 
and developing our own versions of the story with 
a twist in the tale.  To round off the half term we 
visited St Augustine’s Church to learn al l about the 
Chr istmas story.  We hope you have a lovely two 
weeks off and come back ready to learn in 2019! 

Our topic this half term 
was ‘Mexico’!  We have 
looked at the lives of the 
ancient Mayan people 
and how they lived and 
worshipped.  We have 
also celebrated our very 
own ‘Day of the Dead’; 
taking our laps around 
the MUGA in our festival 
masks and making salsa to 
enjoy with nachos... They 
were delicious! In maths 
we have become fraction 
experts and in literacy 
have been fine-tuning 
our writing techniques.  In 
science we have been 
learning about acids and 
alkalis and used a colour-
changing experiment 
to witness how adding 
ingredients can change 
the PH of a  solution.  
Take time to rest over the 
holidays, keep practising 
for SATS and have a 
fantastic Christmas break!

YEAR FOUR
Our topic this term was ‘Playlist’ and we have spent 
lots of time learning about music and how sounds are 
made.  We have studied ‘pitch’ and how to make 
our own instruments.  We have listened to different 
types of music and created abstract art inspired by 
the sounds we heard, not to mention composing our 
own scores of music!  In maths we have been looking 
at addition, subtraction and multiplication and look 
forward to introducing division next term.

YEAR FIVE
Our topic ‘Fal len F ields’ has given us the oppor tunity to learn al l  about Wor ld 
War One and what it  meant to be a soldier in the trenches.  We wrote letters 
home to our parents descr ibing our exper iences of war and created our own 
rationing cards and or igami poppies to remember those who lost thei r l ives.  
In science we made our own compasses and learned al l  about magnetism.  
Wel l  done for work ing hard Year F ive and Mer ry Chr istmas to you al l .



KITCHEN CORNER
All the children have been working really hard to earn 
a place at the top table. They have been using good 
manners, making healthy choices at the counter and 
helping themselves to the salad bar. They have been 
eating all their meals and remembering to put rubbish 
into the bin and not on the floor.  Well done! 
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SPORTING 
ACHIEVEMENTS
Dale have been very well 
represented on the sporting 
field this half term. Our children 
have taken part in a variety 
of sports including Benchball, 
Primary table tennis, Cyclo 
Cross, Gir ls football, Futsal, 
football plus and Gymnastics. 
Our Year 3’s learnt a wonderful 
dance routine that they 
performed at the Rocking 
around the Christmas Tree 
festival at the Derbyshire Tennis 
Centre! Well done to all who 
have represented our school! 
Enjoy the well earned holiday!  

The Sports Team
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ATTENDANCE
REMINDERS
It is very important that if your 
child is going to be absent 
from school that you call 
each morning and leave a 
message for Ms Holness on 
the answerphone.  Please 
include their name, class and 
reason for absence.

BEHAVIOUR POLICY 
We have updated our Behaviour Policy and 
created some new rules that are simplified and 
easier to understand.  The children earn stars for 
excellent behaviour, exceptionally hard work and 
going over and above when following the school 
rules.  If children reach Star 5, they attend afternoon 
tea with Mrs Foster the next week. They work 
together to achieve COLLABORATE time and earn 
extra playtime for excellent behaviour in assemblies. 
If they remember their manners in the dinner hall, 
they get to sit on the Top Table. With the greater 
focus on rewards, the majority of pupils aspire to get 
the rewards and feel motivated by the new policy.

GOODBYE & GOOD LUCK

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
Thank you to everyone who ordered their school 
photographs.  There will be another opportunity to do so 
in January, so if you missed out or would like more copies 
they will be available to reorder until January 28th.

Goodbye to Mrs Breen, who is retiring this Christmas after 
working in our school office for 34 years!  We all wish her 
a very Merry Christmas and hope she has a wonderful 
retirement full of cycling, rowing and many other adventures.


